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Through the storms of Revolution, Civil War, and the great World Wars, as 
well as during times of disillusionment and disarray, the nation has turned 
to God in prayer for deliverance. We thank Him for answering our call, for, 
surely, He has. As a nation, we have been richly blessed with His love and 
generosity. 

Just 30 years ago, a Joint Resolution of the Congress requested the President , ^ ,. 
to proclaim a day each year, other than a Sunday, as a National Day of 
Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer 
and meditation in places of worship, in groups, and as individuals. Eight 
Presidents since then have annually proclaimed a Day of Prayer to the 
nation, resuming the tradition started by the Continental Congress. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 6, 1982, National Day of 
Prayer. On that day, I ask Americans to join with me in giving thanks to 
Almighty God for the blessings He has bestowed on this land and the pro­
tection He affords us as a people. Let us as a nation join together before 
God, aware of the trials that Ue ahead and of the need for divine guidance. 
With unshakable faith in God and the liberty which is our heritage, we as a 
free nation will continue to grow and prosper. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two himdred and 
sixth. ».. «u 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4898 of February 13,1982 .,. , . ;, ;;̂  ., .a|^^:7 

National Patriotism Week, 1982 ;tv -^ ',̂ *̂  >... ,,;, js«̂ .̂ 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

National Patriotism Week affords all Americans a special opportunity to 
consider the meaning of an honorable term which has sometimes been mis­
understood and misused. 

True patriotism is a love of country, but it must be an intelligent love and 
not blind devotion to one's nation without regard to its ideals. Abraham 
Lincoln recognized this when, speaking in tribute of Henry Clay, he said: 

"He loved his country partly because it was his own country, but mostly 
because it was a free country; and he burned with a zeal for its advance­
ment, prosperity and glory, because he saw in such, the advancement, pros­
perity and glory, of human liberty, human right, and human nature." 

The patriotism of Clay, Lincoln, and generations of Americans was of this 
nature. They loved their country because it was theirs but even more be­
cause it was a land where liberty, justice, and opportunity flourished. They 
did not love it because of its government but because of its people; not be­
cause of the role its government played in world affairs but because of the 
inspiration the very idea of America gave to every person, great and small, 
who made this blessed land^his home, and to every person in the less fortu­
nate lands of the world who, amid oppression, tyranny, and injustice—as in 
Poland today—looked to America as the land of freedom. 
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Americans today should dedicate themselves again to that true patriotism. 
We should dedicate ourselves again to the enduring values of family, neigh­
borhood, work, peace, and freedom which have characterized our country 
these past two centuries. Let us do this, and our patriotism will be strong 
and fulfilling. 

95 Stat. 1692. The Congress, by joint resolution (S.J. Res. 34), designated the week com­
mencing with the third Monday in February of 1982 as "National Patriotism 
Week" and requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon the 
people of the United States to commemorate that week with appropriate 
celebrations and observances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning February 15, 1982, as 
National Patriotism Week. 

I invite all primary and secondary schools to conduct programs of study 
which are dedicated to those bedrock principles of national greatness de­
voted to rekindling the patriotic flame in all Americans. 

I call upon all citizens of the United States of America to commemorate Na­
tional Patriotism Week with appropriate celebrations and observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4899 of February 18,1982 ' ' 

Red Cross Month, 1982 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Red Cross provides help to the destitute, the suffering, and the dis­
tressed and, in so doing, nourishes those basic attitudes and values essen­
tial to mankind's survival. 

For 101 years the American Red Cross has provided a humanitarian banner 
under which men and women of goodwill unite. By joining and serving, 
each American can become a "Good Neighbor." 

As our Nation looks increasingly to the dynamic forces of the private sector 
to address the problems of our communities, the Red Cross' role of channel­
ing and coordinating volunteer efforts into productive activities will grow. 
Recognizing its expanding responsibilities, the Red Cross has recently un­
dertaken an ambitious, ten-year program to help improve the health of 
every American. This program is based on the simple concept that individ­
uals play the principal role in reducing major health risks to themselves. 

Through membership in the Red Cross, we can reach out to the world, to 
our country, and to our community—not only to help those in adversity but 
also to arm ourselves and others with information to deal effectively in 
matters of health and safety. Moreover, we can help the Red Cross fulfill its 
traditional responsibility of providing essential communication, welfare, 
and educational services to members of our Armed Forces in time of peace 
or war. 
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